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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-105
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 27, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: March 1, 2018
Type of Action: Appropriation; authorization to execute project agreements; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates a $50,875 Florida Department of Agriculture grant to fund a demonstration study on integrating urban forestry management as a best practice for stormwater management. It authorizes execution of an agreement between the City and Green Infrastructure Center, Incorporated (GIC) for professional services and authorizes execution of a Federal Financial Assistance Subrecipient Agreement between the City and the state for transfer of the grant funds to GIC, Inc. The Department of Public Works is designated as the City’s oversight agency for the project.
Background Information: Jacksonville is one of two communities in the State of Florida selected to participate in this special multi-state pilot Green Infrastructure project The grant allows the City to use the monetary value of in-kind services provided by its personnel and volunteer hours provided by its engineering consultant, ET&M, to achieve a 50/50 match. The funds will be used to conduct a study to show how the management of the City's urban forest can be used as a stormwater best management practice when integrated into the existing stormwater management (MS4) program. Rapid Urbanization and increased climatic fluctuations have led to an increased risk of flooding and degraded water quality. Trees intercept, store, and transpire a significant amount of stormwater. Protecting and restoring urban forests are key stormwater management strategies, resulting in significant cost savings. GIG uses economic analysis, mapping, and land use planning and asset assessment needed by communities to protect and restore their natural assets, specifically, green infrastructure.
Policy Impact Area: Stormwater management best practices
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates a $50,875 state grant, to be matched with local in-kind contribution in the form of City personnel time and engineering consultant volunteer hours.
Analyst: Clements

[image: image2.wmf]_975916892.unknown

